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Most of what we know about the ocean historically has come from ship-based observations, and as all oceanographers know, ship time is a prized asset. We are always sad when we hear of a ship being laid up or having its schedule curtailed.
We prefer not to see oceanographic ships in port, because that means they are not out gathering precious observations. Until about half a century ago, lowering an instrument over the side of a ship was the only practical means of observing the ocean's internal structure.
Serendipitously, the need to predict storms led to stationing weather ships at a few remote at-sea locations for months at a time, thus providing an opportunity to repeatedly sample the sea using the 
BiO-OPtiCal SeNSOrS
Seaglider began its life as a tool for physical oceanography. The NOPP challenge was to broaden its measurement capabilities to include properties of interest to biologists, chemists, and environmental managers. Two optical properties of great interest to both the biological and optical communities were chlorophyll a fluorescence and optical backscatter; the former is a proxy for phytoplankton abundance while the latter is a proxy for small particle concentration. Unlike Fortunately, due to reliability upgrades largely funded by our NOPP grant, it was able to escape the eddies and return to the edge of the Greenland continental shelf offshore its capital, Nuuk, to be recovered (Eriksen and Rhines, 2008; Hátún et al., 2007) . ( 
